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The Project

The project beta|maséhaft: Manuscripts of Ethiopia
and Eritrea (Schriftkultur des christlichen Athiopiens und

Eritreas: Eine multimediale Forschungsumgebung) is a
long-term project funded within the framework of the
Academies’ Programme under the auspices of the
Akademie der Wissenschaften in Hamburg. The funding
for the project will be provided for 25 years, from 2016—
2040.

The project aims at creating a research environment that
shall manage complex data related to the Christian man-
uscript tradition of the Ethiopian and Eritrean Highlands.
Manuscript descriptions, accompanied by images wher-
ever possible, shall be made available and searchable, and
various texts shall be edited. In addition, a comprehensive
prosopography and a historical gazetteer of Christian
Ethiopian culture shall emerge, alongside a digital Clavis
of literature in Ethiopic.

VerLun, 18} inches by 14%; foll. 242, with
two unnumbered blank lcaves at the begin-
ning and onc at the end; 2 columns, 28 to
32 lines. Written in a large, elegant cha-
racter of the xv'" cent.

The Octateuch.*

Genesis, f. 1 ¢; Exodus, . 50 a; Leviticus,
f. 88 @; Numbers, f. 120 a; Deuteronomy,
f. 160 ¢; Joshua, f. 196 ¢ ; Judges, f. 218 a;
Ruth, f. 239 a.

The commencement of each book, except
that of Ruth, is ornamented with interlacings
in red and black.

On f. 119 & is a badly written note of
modern date, 'H : O0RMG, : HAN : UYL, :
@®'AYYPYL, : ANITYE, : OV9OMCPL, - AN
P1LG.: 03 : OOF 2 : (sic) ASM-PY, : Tt
MNrr: CN: AN &b HWZD : OHA,
h®:vr: OFH : (sic) Nh4, : oUfy, . DA
C% : ete.

On the upper margin of f. 2 @, A& : H¥
g oupsty . GAT° :, “the Law, belong-
ing to the Holy Saviour of the World,” i.c., |

<msItem xml:id="p8_il">
<locus from="239r" to="242v'"/>
<title type="Complete" corresp="#LIT20830ctateRuth"/>
<note/>

</msItem>

<msItem xml:id="coloph">
<colophon>
<locus from="119v" n="28"
/5M : ovmd® : HAQ : o3 : OASPL : ADAL : evPACPE : AQ : PAS : aTH
<note>
The colophon is added at a later date.</note>
</msItem>
</msContents>
<physDesc>
<objectDesc>
<supportDesc>
<support>
<material key="parchment"/>
<objectType>Codex</objectType>
</support>
<extent>
<measure unit="leaf">242</measure>
<measure u eaf" type="blank">2</measure>
<measure w ire"></measure>
<dimensions type="outer" unit="mm">
<height>460</height>

<width>350</width>
</dimensions>
</extent>
<foliation>The leaves are numbered by the library.</foliation>
<condition key="good"/>
</supportDesc>
<layoutDesc>
<layout columns="2" writtenLines="28">
</layout>
</layoutDesc>
</objectDesc>
<handDesc>
<handNote script="Ethiopic" xml:iid="h1">
<ab type="script">Written in a large, elegant character</ab>
<seg type="ink">Black, red</seg>

Writing was adopted by the Semites settled in the area
between the northern highlands of the Horn of Africa
and the Red Sea as early as the first millennium sce.

The Ethiopic language (Ga‘az) and the vocalized Ethiopic
script as they appeared by the fourth century are, apart
from certain specific features, very near to the language
and script used later on for centuries as the literary lan-
guage of the Christian kingdom of Ethiopia.

An extensive Christian literature in the region, consist-
ing mostly of biblical and patristic texts translated from
Greek, emerged beginning with the Christianization of
Aksum in the fourth century ce. In the centuries to follow,
texts translated from Arabic followed, as well as works
composed locally in Ethiopic. A full repertory of known

The Background

texts of Ethiopic literature does not yet exist and is one of
the lacunae to be filled by Dotamasahoft.

From the Aksumite period (the earliest extant manu-
scripts, the so-called Abba Garima Gospels, have been
dated to as early as fourth/sixth centuries AD) till the
twentieth century (well beyond the date of the relatively
late introduction of printing in the nineteenth century),
the manuscript (Eth. mashaf) has been the main medium

of the transmission of knowledge.

")
.
. Manuscript studies are thus of primary importance for

‘. those studying the history and culture of Ethiopia and
Eritrea. The manuscript must be studied both as an arte-
fact (the main subject of such disciplines as codicology
and palaeography), product of human activity (focus-

ing on the authors of texts, scribes and bookmakers,
provenance, and other aspects of the historical and social

context), and as carriers of texts (which are the primary

The Manuscr

subject of study in philology). All these fields shall be ad-
dressed by the Detamasahoft project.



